IN THE MATTER OF * BEFORE THE MARYLAND.
DARLA CROCE - *  BOARD OF PHYSICAL
¥ . THERAPYEXAMINERS

PRE-CHARGE CONSENT ORDER

Backgiround

The Maryland Board of Physical Theiapy Examinersi(the “Board”) teceived a-complaint:

from'a physical thetapist-alleging that Darla:Croce (the “Respondent?) was performifig physical

therapy procedures without a ficense, As-a result, the Board ondu
matter which confirmed that ‘the: Respondent, .an: unlicensed “individual, -performed :physical
therapy procedures on at least-nine (9) patients.

In' lieu ‘of ‘formal ‘proceedings against the Respoiident for violation of the ‘Maryland

a resulf, the Board and the Respondeni:have agreed o resolve this matter as:set forth in this

Consent Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Board received a complaint from a physical therapist alleging that the Respondent

‘was:rendering:physical therapy services at Rehab-at-Work without a license.

RS

Commission to provide' work hardening services.

3. “The Respondent i§ not, and las néverbeei, licénsed as ‘a physical therapist of physical

therapist assistant.
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. Kinesiotherapy is-nota regulated healthcare profession in-Maryland:-

. For at least nine patiénts, the Respondent performed therapeutic. exercises and

nc‘urOmtis¢jular, education pursuant fo a_physical therapy plan of care developed by a

physical therapist.
6. 'Th’eiR:espondernt-,c-ompleted;Zaccurate.:ffée.she‘ctsﬂ?’fbr the above services.

. Therapeutic exercise and neuromuscular education, performed in accordance ‘with a

phiysical therapy plan of care; are procedures: within the scope of physical therapy

practice that requiré-a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant license; unless.
ootherwise appropriately licensed. -

. For at-least one patient, a physical therapist ‘wds not on ‘the premises .when the

Respondent was rendering physical 'tberapy"tr'eatm;enta

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

’B’ased"_on the foregoing F.indingsi of Fact, the Board-concludes - that the Respondent is

subject to & civil finie'in accordarice with Md: Code Ann., Health Occ. §§13-401 and.13-407 for

praciicing physical therapy without a license.

ORDER

Based on an affirmative: vote of a ‘quorum of the Board, it is this /O Tday of

OCTa4eL ,201 ll,'»here'by-.-:

ORDERED that the Respondent shall pay-a civil_fine in the amount of Five Thousand

Dollars ($5,000.00), payable to.the Maryland Board of Physical Therapy Examiners within one

(1)-year of the date of this Order; and be it further;

ORDERED that the Respondent. shall cease and desist:any and all practice-of physical
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neuromuscular éducation, uinless-and until the .Resppndent;i;is; -appropﬁatéty licensed. in.Maryland:

as a healthcare practitioner. Leggilx'a,u.ith:_o_riizcéz;’tagg.pertfonn;'rsu;i:jﬁ procedures;-and be it further,

ORDERED that in the event that the Respondent fails to comply ‘with-the terms of this:

Order, the: Board may, after notice and a hearing, impose furthier civil monetary penalties, and

may iniiate injunctive actionin accordance with Health Occ., Sec; 13-318; and be it futher,

* ORDERED that this is 4 formial otder of the' Maryland Board of Physical Therapy

Exariners and as such' is a public document ‘pursuarit to the Matyland: Annotated Code,. State

Govertiment Article, Section 10-617(h):
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o Paker, BRE. PSP T
Chajt, Board of Physical Therapy. Examiners;
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. By signing this Consent, T submit:to'the. fbfqgoing- Consent Otder as a resolution of this

matter in lieu of formal charges, which. process would have afforded me thie right to-a full

evidentiary hearing; I consent and-submit to the foregoing Findings of Fact, Conclusions

of Law,.and Order as if made after a'full evidentiary heating:in which I would have the
right to counsel, to-confront witnesses, to give:testimony; to. call witnesses on my own

‘behalf and to all other substanfive -:and;progedg;éi' ptote’ctiionsupmvided by law:

2. By signing this Consent, 1 waive any rightsI may have had to contest the: findings and.
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determinations contained in;this Consent Order;

LI,

. 1 acknowledge the logal authority and the jurisdiction of the Board to.enter-and enforce
this Consent Order. o

4. 1 sign this Consent Ordef freely and voluntarily, after having had the” opportunity to

consult with counsel.. I fully understand the language, meaning, and effect of this

Consent Order: ey .

" public of the State of Maryland and County/City aforesaid, ‘pe

COUNTY/CITY OF Montacmers :

I hereby certify thaton this __ S dayiof _ ]

' rsonally appeared DARLA
CROCE and:made an oath-in.due form that the foregoing Consent-was. her voluntary-act and
deed. .) . .

NotarfPublic™ [ ) o
My ?Q'Om!nissibn:"'e‘xpi’res-::%‘z.il;jz; l Z otd |

_, 2011, before ine, 4 Notary ~ -




